
Elementary Curriculum Map – Music – Fourth Grade 
 

Unit:  Rhythm  

CTEM:   

Learning Goals:  Students will understand and 
perform complementary rhythms, improvisation 
and syncopation. 
 
Essential Questions:    
How is rhythm used to make music more 
interesting? 
Does using more complex rhythm always add to a 
piece of music? 
“The thing that I look for in a musician is the ability 
to listen”  Duke Ellington  What do you think? 
 

Florida Standards/Benchmarks: (*used all year) 
MU.4.O.1.1:  Compare musical elements in different types of music, using 
correct music vocabulary, as a foundation for understanding the 
structural conventions of specific styles. 
MU.4.F.1.1:  Create new interpretations of melodic or rhythmic pieces by 
varying or adding dynamics, timbre, tempo, lyrics, and/or movement. 
MU.4.S.3.5: Notate simply rhythmic phrases and extended pentatonic 
melodies using traditional notation. 
MU.4.S.3.4:  Play simple ostinato, by ear, using classroom instruments. 
MU.4.H.1.3: Identify pieces of music that originated from cultures other 
than one’s own. 
LAFS.4.SL.1.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
*MAFS.K12.MP.5:  Use appropriate tools strategically. 
*MAFS.K12.MP.6: Attend to precision. 
*MAFS.K12.MP.7: Look for and make use of structure. 

SBPR Connections: 
Sings a varied repertoire of 
more complex songs with 
extended range and advancing 
rhythms. 
 

Performs a varied repertoire 
of music using advancing 
rhythms and techniques on 
instruments. 
 

Uses more complex language 
when analyzing and describing 
music. 

Vocabulary Resources Suggested Activities Scale Touchpoints/ Assessment 

Sixteenth Notes 
Complementary 
Rhythms 
Improvisation 
Syncopation 
Accent 
Beat 
 

Musicians/Composers 
Leroy Anderson “Syncopated 
Clock” 
 
Liberian Music 
 
Jazz and Blues 
 

BYOD: 
http://music.hilliardschools.org
/tharp/orchestra/note-reading-
practice  This website allows 
students to identify the notes 
and their names on the staff 

Spotlight on Music 
Unit 4, lesson 8, p 156 
(syncopation) 
“Take Time in Life” 
 
Grade 3 book: Unit 6, Lesson 6 
(syncopation) 
“Shoo Fly Pie and Apple Pan 
Dowdy” 
 
“Shoo Fly” (syncopation) 
 
 

4: I can consistently and accurately 
perform aural and/or written rhythms. 
I can compose a rhythm. 
3:  I can consistently and accurately 
perform aural and/or written rhythms. 
2: I can perform aural and/or written 
rhythms accurately most of the time. 
1:  I can perform aural and/or written 
rhythms with help. 
0:  I cannot perform aural and/or 
written rhythms even with help yet. 
 

Performs a variety of simple 
songs with appropriate 
expression and accurate 
rhythms with and without 
accompaniment. 
 

Improvises a simple 
complementary rhythm. 
 

Performs instrumental music 
singly and in groups with 
attention to tempo, dynamic 
balance, and appropriate 
expression 

 

 

http://music.hilliardschools.org/tharp/orchestra/note-reading-practice
http://music.hilliardschools.org/tharp/orchestra/note-reading-practice
http://music.hilliardschools.org/tharp/orchestra/note-reading-practice
http://musicnotes.net/SONGS/02-SHOOF.html


Elementary Curriculum Map – Music – Fourth Grade 
 

Unit:   Melody  

CTEM:   

Learning Goal:  The students will understand 
and perform the use of melody in various 
musical genres.  
 
Essential Questions/Understandings:  How 
are melody and harmony related?  What is the 
same? What is different? 
 
 

Florida Standards/Benchmarks: 
MU.4.S.1.2:  Create melodic patterns using a variety of sound sources.  
MU.4.S.3.3:  Perform extended pentatonic melodies at sight. 
MU.4.C.1.2:  Describe, using correct music vocabulary, what is heard in a 
specific musical work. 
MU.4.S.1.1:  Improvise phrases, using familiar songs. 
MU.4.S.3.5: Notate simply rhythmic phrases and extended pentatonic 
melodies using traditional notation. 
MU.4.O.2.1: Create variations for selected melodies. 
LAFS.4.SL.1.3: Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to 
support particular points. 
LAFS.4.SL.1.2: Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively 
and orally. 

SBPR Connections: 
Sings a varied repertoire of more 
complex songs with extended 
range and advancing rhythms. 
 

Performs a varied repertoire of 
music using advancing rhythms 
and techniques on instruments. 
 

Uses more complex language 
when analyzing and describing 
music 

Vocabulary Resources Suggested Activities Scale Touchpoints/Assessment 

Call and response 
Contour 
Improvisation 
Pitch 
Melody 
Question/Answer 
Ledger Lines 
Pentatonic  
Scale 
Do 
Re  
Mi  
Fa  
So 
La 

Composers/Musicians:   
Blues Music:  B. B. King 
 
Bobby McFerrin 
(CD1:7) Listening Map 
 

DVD:  Bobby McFerrin 
“Try this at Home”   
 
 

 “Dumplins” (West 
Indies song – vocal, 
recorder, Orff) 
 
Blues Music:   
 
"Hush Little Baby”  
Bobby McFerrin and Yo 
Yo Ma  
SOM/4 p. 8,9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4: I can consistently identify melodic direction 
both visually and aurally and perform melodies 
with my voice or an instrument.  I can compose 
a melody. 
3:  I can consistently identify melodic direction 
both visually and aurally and perform melodies 
with my voice or an instrument. 
2: I can identify melodic direction both visually 
and aurally and perform melodies with my 
voice or an instrument most of the time. 
1:  I can identify melodic direction both visually 
and aurally and perform melodies with my 
voice or an instrument some of the time with 
help. 
0:  I cannot yet identify melodic direction either 
visually and aurally nor perform melodies with 
my voice or an instrument even with help. 

Demonstrates  five to six-note 
tonal patterns (la-sol-mi-re-do- 
fa) 
 
Sings a culturally diverse 
repertoire of songs with 
appropriate expression, dynamics 
and phrasing 
 
Improvises a simple pentatonic 
melody  
 
Performs instrumental music of 
various cultures 

 

 

 

Music is H.O.T. (Higher Order Thinking)  Analysis –  

 

 

 

http://www.bbkingmuseum.org/bb-king-the-man


Elementary Curriculum Map – Music – Fourth Grade 
 

Unit:   Harmony  

CTEM:   

Learning Goals:  The student will 
identify, explore and perform harmony  
 
Essential Questions/Understandings:  
What’s the difference between a round, 
a partner song and two-part singing?  
Bring in an example of one of these. 

Florida Standards/Benchmarks: 
MU.4.S.3.2:  Play rounds, canons, or layered ostinati on classroom instruments. 
MU.4.S.3.4:  Play simple ostinati, by ear, using classroom instruments. 
MU.4.S.3.1: Sing rounds, canons, and/or partner songs in an appropriate range, 
using proper vocal technique and mainting pitch. 
MU.4.O.1.1:  Compare musical elements in different types of music, using correct 
music vocabulary as a foundation for understanding the structural conventions of 
specific styles. 
MU.4.H.3.1: Identify connections among music and other contests, using correct 
music and other relevant content-area vocabulary, and explore how learning in 
one academic area can help with knowledge or skill acquisition in a different 
academic area. 

SBPR Connections: 
Sings a varied repertoire of more 
complex songs with extended 
range and advancing rhythms. 
 

Performs a varied repertoire of 
music using advancing rhythms 
and techniques on instruments. 
 

Uses more complex language 
when analyzing and describing 
music 

Vocabulary Resources Suggested Activities Scale Touchpoints/Assessment 

Canon 
Round 
Chord 
Ostinato 
Unison 
Bordun 
Major 
Minor 
Accompaniment  
2 part harmony 
(soprano, alto) 
 
 

Composers:   
 

Georg Handel 
 
 

Lessons: can be used with 
Orff, recorder, vocally, 
movement 
 

“Peace Round” SOM/4 
 
“Winter Fantasy” (Music 
Connection) (partner 
song) 
 
“Accentuate the Positive” 

4: I can consistently identify the presence of 
harmony and independently (without teacher 
direction) perform harmonies through use of 
canons, rounds, layered ostinati and partner songs.  
3:  I can consistently identify the presence of 
harmony and perform harmonies through use of 
canons, rounds, layered ostinati and partner songs 
in a small group setting.  
2: I can consistently identify the presence of 
harmony and perform harmonies through use of 
canons, rounds, layered ostinati and partner songs 
in a small group setting most of the time. 
1:  I can consistently identify the presence of 
harmony and perform harmonies through use of 
canons, rounds, layered ostinati and partner songs 
in a small group setting some of the time with help. 
0:  I cannot yet identify the presence of harmony 
and perform harmonies through use of canons, 
rounds, layered ostinati  and partner songs in a small 
group setting even with help. 

Sings songs accurately with 
others in harmony. 
 
 Performs instrumental music 
singly and in groups with 
attention to tempo, dynamic 
balance, and appropriate 
expression. 
 
Plays rounds, canons or layered 
ostinati on classroom 
instruments 

 
Music is H.O.T. (Higher Order Thinking)  Analysis –  

 
 



Elementary Curriculum Map – Music – Fourth Grade 
 

Unit:   Tone Color  

CTEM:     

Learning Goal:  The student will identify the 
difference between the four primary voice parts; 
and instrumental sounds by categorizing them into 
the correct family. 
 
Essential Question:  What voice parts or instrument 
families can you hear. 

Florida Standards/Benchmarks: 
MU.4.C.1.3:  Classify orchestral and band instruments as strings, 
woodwinds, brass, percussion or keyboard. 
MU.4.C.1.4:  Identify and describe the four primary voice parts, i.e. 
soprano, alto, tenor bass. 
MU.4.O.1.1:  Compare musical elements in different types of music, 
using correct music vocabulary, as a foundation for understanding 
the structural conventions of specific styles. 
MU.4.C.3.1: Describe characteristics that make various musical 
works appealing. 
MU.4.H.1.1: Examine and describe a cultural tradition, other than 
one’s own, learned through its musical style and/or use of 
authentic instruments. 
MU.4.H.2.2: Identify ways in which individuals of varying ages and 
cultures experience music. 

SBPR Connections: 
Sings a varied repertoire of more 
complex songs with extended range 
and advancing rhythms. 
 

Performs a varied repertoire of 
music using advancing rhythms and 
techniques on instruments. 
 

Uses more complex language when 
analyzing and describing music 

Vocabulary Resources Suggested Activities Scale Touchpoints/Assessment 

Tone Color 
Instrumental and vocal  
ensembles: 

 String Quartet 

 Chorus 
o A cappella 

 Brass Quintet 

 Jazz Band 

 Marching Band 
Soprano 
Alto 
Tenor 
Bass 
Strings 
Woodwinds 
Brass 
Percussion  
keyboard 

Composers:   
Barbershop/ Sweet 
Adeline’s Music 
 

A cappella groups (TV 
shows 2011) 
 

Websites: 

 Audacity:  Audio 
recording software – 
free download or on 
the NAL 

 You tube:  Ray 
Charles singing 
“America the 
Beautiful” vs 
children’s voices 
from the textbook 

Spotlight activity on various 
musical groups (end of 
unit) 
 

Pictures of different 
instrumental and students 
get tokens and then play 
music and have students 
identify which group it is.   
 

Keyboard lab:  Students 
pick different sounds 
(instrumental/choral) from 
the sound bank and 
students play a song using 
that sound. 
 

Investigate the sounds of 
music from different 
cultures 

4: I can consistently and accurately 
differentiate between different voice 
parts and families of instruments. I 
can also aurally identify specific 
instruments and voice parts. 
 3: I can consistently and accurately 
differentiate between different voice 
parts and families of instruments. 
2: I can consistently and accurately 
differentiate between different voice 
parts and families of instruments 
most of the time. 
1: I can consistently and accurately 
differentiate between different voice 
parts and families of instruments 
some of the time. 
0: I cannot differentiate between 
different voice parts and families of 
instruments yet. 

 
Uses Western and non-Western 
musical instruments 
 
Classify instruments according to 
their family. 
 
Name families of instruments 
 
Recognizes that different 
instruments come from different 
parts of the world 
 
Recognizes the four primary voice 
parts. 



Elementary Curriculum Map – Music – Fourth Grade 
 

Unit:   Expressive Qualities  

CTEM:       

Learning Goal:  The students will learn 
to identify and apply expressive 
qualities in performances. 
   
Essential Questions/Understandings:  
How can music create a mood?  How 
do we sing/play music expressively? 
How does a composer use dynamics, 
tempo, etc. to create a mood? 
 
 

Florida Standards/Benchmarks: 
MU.4.C.3.1:  Describe characteristics that make various musical works appealing. 
MU.4.O.3.2:  Apply expressive elements to a vocal or instrumental piece and, 
using correct music vocabulary, explain one’s choices. 
MU.4.O.3.1:  Identify how expressive elements and lyrics affect the mood or 
emotion of a song. 
MU.4.C.2.1: Identify and describe basic music performance techniques to 
perform a foundation for critiquing one’s self and others. 
MU.4.C.2.2: Critique specific techniques in one’s own and other’s performances 
using teacher-established criteria. 
MU.4.O.1.1: Compare musical elements in different types of music using correct 
music vocabulary as a foundation for understanding the structural conventions 
of specific styles. 
MU.4.S.2.1: Apply knowledge of musical structure to aid in sequencing and 
memorization and to internalize details of rehearsals and performance. 
MU.4.S.1.3: Arrange a familiar song for voices or instruments by manipulating 
form. 

SBPR Connections: 
Sings a varied repertoire of more 
complex songs with extended range 
and advancing rhythms. 
 

Performs a varied repertoire of 
music using advancing rhythms and 
techniques on instruments. 
 

Uses more complex language when 
analyzing and describing music 

Vocabulary Resources Suggested Activities Scale Touchpoints/Assessment 
Articulation: 

 Legato  

 Staccato 
Tempo: 

 Largo 

 Allegro 

 Moderato 

 Ritardando 

 Accelerando 
Dynamics: 

 Piano 

 Forte 

 pp, ff, mf, mp 
Mood 
Crescendo 
Decrescendo 
Major 
Minor 

Composers:   
 
PS22 Chorus  
“Don’t Stop 
Believing” 
 
 

“’Most Done Ling’rin Here” 
SOM/4  p .65 CD 4-10 
 
“Bu-vah” SOM/4 p. 18, CD 1-
27  (Lullaby) 
 
“The Brooklyn Jugs” SOM/ 
p. 76-77, CD 4-26 
 
“ Porushka-paranya”  SOM/4  
Unit 6, Lesson 1 p.208-209  CD 
10-12 (fusion music – Russian 
folksong/American blue grass) 
 
 

4:   4:  I can consistently and accurately identify, 
describe and perform expressive qualities in 
music.  I can also use expressive qualities in my 
own musical composition. 
3: I can consistently and accurately identify, 
describe and perform expressive qualities in 
music.   
2: I can accurately identify, describe and 
perform expressive qualities in music, most of 
the time. 
1:  I can accurately identify, describe and 
perform expressive qualities in music, some of 
the time. 
0: I cannot yet identify, describe and perform 
expressive qualities in music, some of the time, 
even with help.   
 

Sings a culturally diverse repertoire 
of songs with appropriate 
expression, dynamics and phrasing 
 

Uses expressive qualities 
appropriate to the music, using 
phrasing, dynamic contrast, and 
tempo change 
 

Performs instrumental music singly 
and in groups with attention to 
tempo, dynamic balance, and 
appropriate expression. 
 

Interprets music symbols and terms 
that refer to dynamics, tempo, 
articulation and expression when 
performing. 

http://youtu.be/u5vrtZKvxWM
http://youtu.be/u5vrtZKvxWM
http://youtu.be/u5vrtZKvxWM


Elementary Curriculum Map – Music – Fourth Grade 
 

Unit:   Music Appreciation  

CTEM:     

Learning Goals:  The students will listen for 
specific musical elements that affect one’s 
perception of a piece of music. 
   
Essential Questions/Understandings:   
What similarities/differences do you hear 
between African music and spirituals? 
 
 

Florida Standards/Benchmarks: 
MU.4.H.1.2:  Describe the influence of selected composers on the musical 
works and practices or traditions of their time. 
MU.4.O.1.1: Compare musical elements in different types of music, using 
correct music vocabulary as a foundation for understating the structural 
conventions of specific styles. 
MU.4.C.1.1: Develop effective listening strategies and describe how they can 
support appreciation of musical works. 
MU.4.C.3.1: Describe characteristics that make various musical works 
appealing. 
MU.4.F.3.2: Discuss the safe, legal way to download songs and other media. 
MU.4.F.2.1: Describe roles and careers of selected musicians. 

SBPR Connections: 
Sings a varied repertoire of more 
complex songs with extended 
range and advancing rhythms. 
 

Performs a varied repertoire of 
music using advancing rhythms 
and techniques on instruments. 
 

Uses more complex language 
when analyzing and describing 
music 

Vocabulary Resources Suggested Activities Scale Touchpoints/Assessment 

AB, ABA form  
Culture 
Pattern 
Rondo 
Verse 
Refrain 
Rounds 
First and second 
endings 
D. C. al fine 
D. S. al fine 
Coda 
Introduction 
Interlude 

Styles of Music: 
 
Spirituals 
Blues 
Jazz 
American Folk Song 
 
BYOD: 
PBS Kids Jazz  (This 
link has activities and 
information about 
jazz) 

“Pat Works on the Railway” 
American Folk Song TE86 
 
“Oh, Won’t You Sit Down” 
African-American Spiritual TE 
70  Call and response 
 
Easy Improvisation with the 
blues: xylophone activity 
using whole notes with 
improvisation of rhythms.  
Lesson in Angel 
 
“Hoo Ha”  (Sandy and 
Gretchen – in Angel under 
workshops)  

4: I can consistently and accurately use 
appropriate music vocabulary to describe 
intent and purposes of a piece of music. I 
can also compose a piece of music that 
reflects a teacher-specified intent and/or 
purpose. 
3: I can consistently and accurately use 
appropriate music vocabulary to describe 
intent and purposes of a piece of music. 
2: I can use appropriate music vocabulary to 
describe intent and purposes of a piece of 
music most of the time.   
1: I can use appropriate music vocabulary to 
describe intent and purposes of a piece of 
music some of the time. 
0: I cannot yet use appropriate music 
vocabulary to describe intent and purposes 
of a piece of music, even with help.   

Perceives basic forms (AB, ABA, 
etc.)  
 
Sings a culturally diverse 
repertoire of songs with 
appropriate expression, dynamics 
and phrasing 
 
Uses Western and non-Western 
musical instruments 
 
Performs instrumental music of 
various cultures 

 

 

 

http://pbskids.org/chuck/index.html#/jazz

